Quarterly Newsletter

Fall 2016

Neighborhood Watch Newsletter

SCAMS

Normal Police Department

100 E. Phoenix Ave.
Normal, IL 61761
Front Desk: 309/454.9535
Non-Emergency: 309/888.5030
Emergency: 911

“Committed to Service Excellence”

NOT GUILTY JUROR: The scam: A new statewide warning in Utah
this month of a familiar trick where individuals get calls telling them they
failed to turn up for jury duty and asking for personal details so the court
can cancel an arrest warrant. Meanwhile, in Winston County, MS,
scammers claim they are calling from the courts merely to confirm
personal details for possible future jury duty.
-The solution: Don’t give personal details like credit card or Social Security
numbers — courts never seek them over the phone. If in doubt, contact
the court directly. And report the incident to the police
Social Media Identity Theft: Providing information and photos of
yourself makes it a cinch for crooks to pass themselves off as you. Even if
you use privacy settings to control access, they may still be able to
uncover basic identity information and access your photos. In some cases,
identity thieves set up duplicate accounts in victims’ names and then try to
link up with and scam victims’ friends.
Uploading malware onto your PC: Scammers use fake links to
products and services, often promoted as bargains or prizes. When victims
arrive at target pages, various tactics are used to get them to click on links
that will upload viruses and spyware onto the users’ machines.
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Burglary Statistics

3

IRS Scams: There
have been
several local
targets of the IRS DV Awareness
scams. Scammers
warn you if you
do not pay your
taxes the police Christmas Reminder
will come after you
and a warrant will
go out against you. The method of payment is I-Tunes cards and Green
Dot Visas. ANY PAYMENT OTHER THAN A MAILED PAYMENT IS
PROBABLY A SCAM. THESE COMPANIES WILL NEVER NEED YOUR
PERSONAL INFORMATION.
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Trick or Treat Hours
***The Town of Normal Trick-or-Treat Hours***
The Town of Normal trick-or-treat hours are from 5pm to 8pm on Halloween.
Please respect these hours for hoarding your candy! Also, keep in mind if the
porch light is not on, they do not wish to have trick-or-treaters.
See the below link for more information on the Haunted Trail.
https://www.facebook.com/NormalParks.org/?fref=ts

Admission is $1 or a canned good (first weekend only) There is a scary and not
scary version. Check the link above.
Celebrate Safely!!!

As a side note: If you choose to dress in the "Scary Clown" costumes and
use the costume to "alarm or disturb" someone during routine activity (NOT
HALLOWEEN), you can be arrested for Disorderly Conduct. I realize there
will be a lot of questions about this, but understand, the Normal Police
Department will address each concern individually and take immediate
enforcement action, if necessary. This behavior is no longer a funny prank.
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Normal Residential Burglaries July-September 2016
There were 30 residential burglaries reported in the Town of Normal between July 1 - September 30,
2015. The following list includes burglaries of private residences organized by date. Burglaries from
apartment complexes, mostly in the Illinois State University campus area, are not included in this
chart.
Report Date

Time

Block

Street Name

Mode of Entry

Loss Value

07/12/16

5a

1500

Torrey Pines

No Force (Arrest)

$559

07/14/16

11p-7a

1400

Ironwood

Yes, window

$100

07/16/16

1a-630a

1100

George

N

$20

07/17/16

630p-8p

400

Miles

Y-Door

$410

07/20/16

Noon-10pm

1500

Hunt

N-open garage door

$11200

07/28/16

3p-noon (next
day)

1300

Lismore

N-open garage door

$320

08/13/16

130a

1700

Taft

N

$660

08//16/16

8a-4p

500

Sycamore

N

$550

08/20/16

11a-5p

100

Doud Dr

N-open garage

$35

08/22/16

930p-630a

1900

Claremont

N-open garage

$18

09/02/16

Several Days

200

Saratoga

N

$1200

09/08/16

11a-1p

1700

Flagstone

N

$5200

Totals:

12 Burglaries

$20272

*Please note: There were a total of 30 burglaries during this quarter. Please
be aware of suspicious people in your neighborhoods. Please call the
police department at 309/888.5030 or 911 if you observe anyone trying
to, illegally, gain entry into a residence or vehicle.
The loss value represents the total dollar amount of damage caused added
to the total dollar amount of stolen items as reported by the victims.
There were also 42 vehicle burglaries reported throughout the Town
of Normal be tween July
1 and September 30.
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. In October 1987, the first Domestic Violence Awareness
Month was observed. That same year marks the initiation of the first national domestic violence toll-free hotline.
One in four women will be physically or sexually abused by a partner in her lifetime. Advocacy
groups across the country come together in October to spotlight Domestic Violence with initiatives such as Silent Witnesses, Empty Place at the Table, Clotheslines and Purple Ribbons.

Officer Greg Leipold
Community Services Unit
Desk: 309/433.3440
Cell: 309/824.9386
E-mail: gleipold@normal.org

To learn more about Domestic Violence Awareness month or to find out how you can help
in our community, visit the Mid Central Community Action, Inc. website or call
309.829.0691.
If you or someone you know is a victim of Domestic Violence - help is available. Call
the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 800.799.7233 or TTY 800.787.3224.

Christmas Reminder (last newsletter until after the New Year)
The weather is still nice and holiday shopping is likely not on the top of your current to do
list. Black Friday is almost upon us, however, and Normal Police offer some helpful tips to
keep your finances safe while searching for the perfect present:
ð Keep your purse close and your wallet closer… Holiday shopping also brings out
holiday pickpockets. NEVER leave your purse unattended. Thieves love to strike purses
unattended in shopping carts - if only for a few seconds! If you carry a wallet, put it in your
front pocket to make it harder to steal.

ð Travel light… Remove unnecessary information and extra credit cards from your
wallet. This will cause less headache in the event your wallet is lost or stolen. Remember to
NEVER carry your social security card with you.
ð Don’t lose sight of your cards… Credit card skimming activity has been recently
reported in Normal and Bloomington (When paying with debit or credit card, keep your cards
in your sight at all times to avoid problems. Keep a close eye on your credit card statements
and report any suspicious activity IMMEDIATELY!
ð Everything from A to Z… When shopping online, only provide your credit card
information to reputable companies and only do so over secure connections. To check for a
secure connection, look at the web page address. If the beginning has the letters “https://…”
then it is secure.
If you are the victim of fraud or identity theft, contact the police IMMEDIATELY. The faster
we can respond, the better chance we have to catch those responsible!

The Neighborhood Watch Newsletter is distributed quarterly by the Normal Police Department Community Services Unit. If you have concerns about problems in
your neighborhood or ideas for this newsletter, please contact Ofc. Greg Leipold. 309/433.3440
If you have a question that requires an immediate answer, contact the Normal Police Department front desk at 309.454.9535, 24 hours-a-day.
If you require non-emergency police assistance within the Town of Normal, please use the non-emergency dispatch number 309.888.5030.

